Daily Scripture Readings for Advent

The Bible readings below relate to the traditional Advent themes of waiting, preparation, light in the darkness, and the coming of the Messiah. May you draw near to God and experience his peace this Advent season, as you set aside time each day to quiet your mind and focus your heart and attention on him. 
December 1 - John 1:1-5 
 1 In the beginning the Word already existed.

      The Word was with God,

      and the Word was God.

 2 He existed in the beginning with God.

 3 God created everything through him,

      and nothing was created except through him.

 4 The Word gave life to everything that was created,

      and his life brought light to everyone.

 5 The light shines in the darkness,

      and the darkness can never extinguish it.

December 2 - John 1:6-9 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came for testimony, to bear witness to the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness to the light. The true light that enlightens every man was coming into the world.

December 3 - Jeremiah 33:14-16 
"Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring forth for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is the name by which it will be called: 'The LORD is our righteousness.'   
December 4 - Isaiah 60:19-22 
The sun shall be no more your light by day, nor for brightness shall the moon give light to you by night; but the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your God will be your glory. Your sun shall no more go down, nor your moon withdraw itself; for the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your days of mourning shall be ended. Your people shall all be righteous; they shall possess the land for ever, the shoot of my planting, the work of my hands, that I might be glorified. The least one shall become a clan, and the smallest one a mighty nation; I am the LORD; in its time I will hasten it.  
December 5 - Romans 13:11-14
Besides this you know what hour it is, how it is full time now for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed; the night is far gone, the day is at hand. Let us then cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us conduct ourselves becomingly as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

December 6 - Psalms 43:3-6 
Oh send out thy light and thy truth; let them lead me, let them bring me to thy holy hill and to thy dwelling! Then I will go to the altar of God, to God my exceeding joy; and I will praise thee with the lyre, O God, my God. Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you disquieted within me? Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my help and my God.  

December 7 - Psalms 27:1-4 
A Psalm of David. The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? When evildoers assail me, uttering slanders against me, my adversaries and foes, they shall stumble and fall. Though a host encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war arise against me, yet I will be confident. One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in his temple.

December 8 - Psalms 119:99-106 
Thinking about your teachings gives me better understanding than my teachers, and obeying your laws makes me wiser than those who have lived a long time. I obey your word instead of following a way that leads to trouble. You have been my teacher, and I won't reject your instructions. Your teachings are sweeter than honey. They give me understanding and make me hate all lies. Your word is a lamp that gives light wherever I walk. Your laws are fair, and I have given my word to respect them all.

December 9 - John 12:35-36 
Jesus replied, “My light will shine for you just a little longer. Walk in the light while you can, so the darkness will not overtake you. Those who walk in the darkness cannot see where they are going.  Put your trust in the light while there is still time; then you will become children of the light.”

December 10 - Ephesians 5:6-14 
Don’t be fooled by those who try to excuse these sins, for the anger of God will fall on all who disobey him.  Don’t participate in the things these people do.  For once you were full of darkness, but now you have light from the Lord. So live as people of light!  For this light within you produces only what is good and right and true. Carefully determine what pleases the Lord.  Take no part in the worthless deeds of evil and darkness; instead, expose them.  It is shameful even to talk about the things that ungodly people do in secret.  But their evil intentions will be exposed when the light shines on them,  for the light makes everything visible. This is why it is said, “Awake, O sleeper, rise up from the dead, and Christ will give you light.”  

December 11 - 1 Peter 2:5-9 
And you are living stones that God is building into his spiritual temple. What’s more, you are his holy priests. Through the mediation of Jesus Christ, you offer spiritual sacrifices that please God. 6 As the Scriptures say, “I am placing a cornerstone in Jerusalem, chosen for great honor, and anyone who trusts in him will never be disgraced.” 7 Yes, you who trust him recognize the honor God has given him. But for those who reject him, “The stone that the builders rejected has now become the cornerstone.” 8 And,“He is the stone that makes people stumble, the rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they do not obey God’s word, and so they meet the fate that was planned for them. 9 But you are not like that, for you are a chosen people. You are royal priests, a holy nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, you can show others the goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light.

December 12 - Isaiah 60:1-3 
“Arise, Jerusalem! Let your light shine for all to see. For the glory of the Lord rises to shine on you. 2 Darkness as black as night covers all the nations of the earth, but the glory of the Lord rises and appears over you. 3 All nations will come to your light; mighty kings will come to see your radiance.

December 13 - 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
If the Good News we preach is hidden behind a veil, it is hidden only from people who are perishing. 4 Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t believe. They are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. They don’t understand this message about the glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God. 5 You see, we don’t go around preaching about ourselves. We preach that Jesus Christ is Lord, and we ourselves are your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let there be light in the darkness,” has made this light shine in our hearts so we could know the glory of God that is seen in the face of Jesus Christ.

December 14 - 1 John 1:4-7   

This is the message we heard from Jesus and now declare to you: God is light, and there is no darkness in him at all. 6 So we are lying if we say we have fellowship with God but go on living in spiritual darkness; we are not practicing the truth. 7 But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin.
December 15 - John 3:16-21  
“God loved the people of this world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who has faith in him will have eternal life and never really die. 17 God did not send his Son into the world to condemn its people. He sent him to save them! 18 No one who has faith in God’s Son will be condemned. But everyone who doesn’t have faith in him has already been condemned for not having faith in God’s only Son.

19 The light has come into the world, and people who do evil things are judged guilty because they love the dark more than the light. 20 People who do evil hate the light and won’t come to the light, because it clearly shows what they have done. 21 But everyone who lives by the truth will come to the light, because they want others to know that God is really the one doing what they do.” 
December 16 - Isaiah 40:1-11 1 
“Comfort, comfort my people,”

      says your God.

 2 “Speak tenderly to Jerusalem.

   Tell her that her sad days are gone

      and her sins are pardoned.

   Yes, the Lord has punished her twice over

      for all her sins.”

 3 Listen! It’s the voice of someone shouting,    

   “Clear the way through the wilderness  for the Lord!
    Make a straight highway through the wasteland
       for our God!  
4 Fill in the valleys,
       and level the mountains and hills.
    Straighten the curves,
       and smooth out the rough places.  
5 Then the glory of the Lord will be revealed,
       and all people will see it together.
       The Lord has spoken!”

 6 A voice said, “Shout!”
       I asked, “What should I shout?”

   “Shout that people are like the grass.
       Their beauty fades as quickly
       as the flowers in a field.  
7 The grass withers and the flowers fade
       beneath the breath of the Lord.
       And so it is with people.  
8 The grass withers and the flowers fade,
       but the word of our God stands forever.”

 9 O Zion, messenger of good news,
       shout from the mountaintops!
    Shout it louder, O Jerusalem.
       Shout, and do not be afraid.
    Tell the towns of Judah,
       “Your God is coming!”  
10 Yes, the Sovereign Lord is coming in power.
       He will rule with a powerful arm.
       See, he brings his reward with him as he comes.  
11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd.
       He will carry the lambs in his arms,
    holding them close to his heart.
       He will gently lead the mother sheep with their young.

December 17 - John 9:1-7  

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. 2 “Rabbi,” his disciples asked him, “why was this man born blind? Was it because of his own sins or his parents’ sins?” 3 “It was not because of his sins or his parents’ sins,” Jesus answered. “This happened so the power of God could be seen in him. 4 We must quickly carry out the tasks assigned us by the one who sent us. The night is coming, and then no one can work. 5 But while I am here in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 Then he spit on the ground, made mud with the saliva, and spread the mud over the blind man’s eyes. 7 He told him, “Go wash yourself in the pool of Siloam” (Siloam means “sent”). So the man went and washed and came back seeing!
December 18 - Luke 3:1-6  

It was now the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius, the Roman emperor. Pontius Pilate was governor over Judea; Herod Antipas was ruler over Galilee; his brother Philip was ruler over Iturea and Traconitis; Lysanias was ruler over Abilene. 2 Annas and Caiaphas were the high priests. At this time a message from God came to John son of Zechariah, who was living in the wilderness. 3 Then John went from place to place on both sides of the Jordan River, preaching that people should be baptized to show that they had repented of their sins and turned to God to be forgiven. 4 Isaiah had spoken of John when he said,

   “He is a voice shouting in the wilderness,
    ‘Prepare the way for the Lord’s coming!
       Clear the road for him!  
5 The valleys will be filled,
       and the mountains and hills made level.
    The curves will be straightened,
       and the rough places made smooth.  
6 And then all people will see
       the salvation sent from God.’”

December 19 - Isaiah 11:1-10  
1 Out of the stump of David’s family will grow a shoot—

      yes, a new Branch bearing fruit from the old root.

 2 And the Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—

      the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,

   the Spirit of counsel and might,

      the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.

 3 He will delight in obeying the Lord.

      He will not judge by appearance

      nor make a decision based on hearsay.

 4 He will give justice to the poor

      and make fair decisions for the exploited.

   The earth will shake at the force of his word,

      and one breath from his mouth will destroy the wicked.

 5 He will wear righteousness like a belt

      and truth like an undergarment.

 6 In that day the wolf and the lamb will live together;       
      the leopard will lie down with the baby goat.    
    The calf and the yearling will be safe with the lion,       
      and a little child will lead them all.  
7 The cow will graze near the bear.      
      The cub and the calf will lie down together.
    The lion will eat hay like a cow.  
8 The baby will play safely near the hole of a cobra. 
      Yes, a little child will put its hand in a nest of deadly snakes without harm.  
9 Nothing will hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain,  
      for as the waters fill the sea,       
    so the earth will be filled with people who know the Lord.

10 In that day the heir to David’s throne       
     will be a banner of salvation to all the world.   
   The nations will rally to him,       
     and the land where he lives will be a glorious place.  

December 20 - Zephaniah 3:14-17  
14 Sing, O daughter of Zion;
      shout aloud, O Israel!    
Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, 
      O daughter of Jerusalem!  
15 For the Lord will remove his hand of judgment
       and will disperse the armies of your enemy.
    And the Lord himself, the King of Israel,
       will live among you!
    At last your troubles will be over,
       and you will never again fear disaster.  
16 On that day the announcement to Jerusalem will be,
       “Cheer up, Zion! Don’t be afraid!  
17 For the Lord your God is living among you.
       He is a mighty savior.
    He will take delight in you with gladness.
       With his love, he will calm all your fears.
       He will rejoice over you with joyful songs.”  

December 21 - Isaiah 2:1- 5  

This is a vision that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem:

 2 In the last days, the mountain of the Lord’s house

       will be the highest of all—

       the most important place on earth.

    It will be raised above the other hills,

       and people from all over the world will stream there to worship.  

3 People from many nations will come and say,

    “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,

       to the house of Jacob’s God.

    There he will teach us his ways,

       and we will walk in his paths.”

    For the Lord’s teaching will go out from Zion;

       his word will go out from Jerusalem.  

4 The Lord will mediate between nations

       and will settle international disputes.

    They will hammer their swords into plowshares

       and their spears into pruning hooks.

    Nation will no longer fight against nation,

       nor train for war anymore.  

December 22 - Matthew 1:18-25  

This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, Mary, was engaged to be married to Joseph. But before the marriage took place, while she was still a virgin, she became pregnant through the power of the Holy Spirit. 19 Joseph, her fiancé, was a good man and did not want to disgrace her publicly, so he decided to break the engagement quietly.

 20 As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, “do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. 21 And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message through his prophet:

 23 “Look! The virgin will conceive a child!

       She will give birth to a son,

    and they will call him Immanuel,
       which means ‘God is with us.’”

 24 When Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded and took Mary as his wife. 25 But he did not have sexual relations with her until her son was born. And Joseph named him Jesus.

December 23 - Matthew 4:14-16 

14 This fulfilled what God said through the prophet Isaiah:

 15 “In the land of Zebulun and of Naphtali,
       beside the sea, beyond the Jordan River,
       in Galilee where so many Gentiles live,  
16 the people who sat in darkness
       have seen a great light.
    And for those who lived in the land where death casts its shadow,
       a light has shined.”  

December 24 - Luke 2:8-20  
That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. 9 Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified, 10 but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. 11 The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! 12 And you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.”


15 When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 16 They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in the manger. 17 After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the angel had said to them about this child. 18 All who heard the shepherds’ story were astonished, 19 but Mary kept all these things in her heart and thought about them often. 20 The shepherds went back to their flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. It was just as the angel had told them.
December 25 - Luke 2:25-33 

At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. He was righteous and devout and was eagerly waiting for the Messiah to come and rescue Israel. The Holy Spirit was upon him 26 and had revealed to him that he would not die until he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 That day the Spirit led him to the Temple. So when Mary and Joseph came to present the baby Jesus to the Lord as the law required, 28 Simeon was there. He took the child in his arms and praised God, saying,

 29 “Sovereign Lord, now let your servant die in peace,
       as you have promised.  
30 I have seen your salvation,
     31 which you have prepared for all people.  
32 He is a light to reveal God to the nations,
       and he is the glory of your people Israel!”

 33 Jesus’ parents were amazed at what was being said about him.  

 

